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FE. H. Harriman Gold Medal 


The Rewards et “Saicty First” 


a AFETY FIRST,” although of late prominently fea- 

tured in the public prints, is not a new movement. 

It is the underlying principle in railroad transporta- 

tion. It is back of all the thought, study and inventive 

genius and the millions of dollars that have been for years 

applied to the solution of the problems involved in the safe 

and expeditious transportation of passengers and freight, 

and in the preservation of the life and health of the great 
army of employees engaged therein. 

Among the leaders in ‘“‘Safety First’? work is the New 
York Central Railroad which has been awarded the 
E. H. Harriman Memorial Gold Medal, presented by 
Mrs. Harriman to the American steam railroad having the 
best record in Safety and Accident Prevention during the 


year 1914. The award was made by the American Museum 
of Safety upon evidence submitted by the competing rail- 
roads to the following distinguished committee: 

Mr. Arthur Williams, President, Ameri- Hon. Charles P. Neill, former U. S. 


can Museum of Safety; Commissioner of Labor; 
Mr. Samuel O. Dunn, Editor, Railway Hon. Edgar E. Clark, Member, Inter- 
Age Gazette; state Commerce Commission; and 


Prof. Alexander C. Humphreys, President, Stevens Institute. 


In making the presentation, Professor Fredk. R. Hutton 
of Columbia University, and one of the trustees of the 
Museum, stated that the record of the New York 
Central has been remarkable in that during the past 
four years there has not been a single passenger 
fatality in a train accident, although in that time the 
number of passengers actually carried on its trains 
equalled twice the population of the United States. 
During that period nearly three million trains, freight and 
passenger, were operated. 

Among the points scored by the New York Central on 
which the award was made are the high standard of efficiency 
of the employees as indicated by surprise tests conducted 
without previous warning and which showed an efficiency 
of 99.85% out of 323,292 tests during the year in the ob- 
servance of signals, blowing whistles at grade crossings, 
speed restrictions, etc.; the improved roadbed, block signals, 
steel equipment, modern safety devices, a safety bureau, the 
elimination of curves and grades, and improved ventilation, 
cleaning and disinfecting. 

The record of mechanical improvements showed that 
the entire main line between New York and Chicago is 
equipped with automatic block signals and laid with steel 
rails weighing 100 pounds to the yard. 

A replica of the medal in silver was presented to the 
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Operating Department of the New York Central and a 
bronze replica to Dennis J. Cassin, a retired locomotive 
engineer who, in the course of the lengthy service of 50 
years on the New York Central never had an accident and 
who, during that time, had driven many of the fastest trains 
on the road among them for 16 years the “Empire State 
Express” which is, with the possible exception of the 20th 
Century Limited, the most famous train in the world. 


In accepting the medals, Mr. A. H. Smith, President 
of the New York Central Railroad, spoke as follows: 


“The announced purpose of these medals has been 
heretofore so well stated and is so clearly understood, and 
as the record upon which the award has been made is already 
before the Museum of Safety, no further mention in detail 
need here be made of either of these subjects. 

“However, beyond a statement of the conditions con- 
trolling the award and beyond the facts contained in the 
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record, there are one or two things which we should not for- 
get if we are to arrive at a proper appreciation of the signifi- 
cance of this award and get an inspiration from it which 
will enable the present winners to continue worthy of the 
honor which they have received. 

“In the first place, it should be remembered that the 
donor was a wife and mother, a noble woman interested in the 
welfare of humanity, and she knew both in prosperity and in 
sorrow the effect upon happiness of a home through the 
preservation of life and health; and with this noble spirit 
of womanhood she has dedicated this memorial to the 
memory of her husband, E. H. Harriman, who was one of the 
most conspicuous and powerful factors in railroad develop- 
ment of his period. 

“The method in which the award is made, namely— 
with a gold medal to the company, a silver replica to the 
department most interested in the work, and a bronze 
replica to an individual, represents the three great bodies 
which have co-operated in securing the results of the record 
and of this award. 
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Powerful, High-speed Electric Locomotive used in Electric Zone 


“The gold medal to the company is for the stockholders, 
the directors and executives who, with their financial means, 
their constructive and executive ability, have determined 
and made possible the class of service which ought to be 
rendered. 


“This service, however, could not have been rendered 
without the co-operation of the great army of 50,000 men in 
the field, each having a distinct duty to perform, and yet all 
inseparably connected. Safety meant that every man had 
to do his duty;—the laborers upon the track had to place 
their spikes and rails properly, and keep them in that con- 
dition; the men upon the trains had to be vigilant in watching 
their signals and performing their work; the men in the shops, 
yards, stations, offices, in the chemical and physical labora- 
tories, and every officer of the company, all had to be alert 
to see that his own duty was done and that the needs of his 
fellowmen were met. It has been a question of eternal 
vigilance and co-operation, which is our duty as public ser- 
vants, and which we hope to continue. 

“The award to the individual isin recognition of individual 
effort, and fortunately has gone to a man who has conserved 
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his life in the service as a locomotive engineer to his seventieth 
year, having followed that occupation over forty years with- 
out a blemish on his record, and, during the latter part of 
his life, for a period of sixteen years, having operated our 
‘Empire State Express,’ one of the fastest trains in the world. 
This is the kind of service we need in the individual through- 
out the ranks to get perfect safety. 

“In behalf of the company and employees, I wish to 
thank you for this distinguished honor which has been con- 
ferred upon us, and to assure you we will put forth our best 
efforts to continue worthy of it.” 


SAFETY OF PASSENGERS FIRST 


The public will applaud the award 
of the Harriman memorial gold medal 
to the New York Central Railroad, 
which competed for it with many other 
great railroad systems, because in the 
opinion of the Committee of the Ameri- 
can Museum of Safety, made up of 
prominent experts, that road had the 
best record of any American steam 


railway, for the year ended June 30 
last, in the prevention of accidents and 
in industrial hygiene as it affects the 
public and its own employees. 

It is a road on which not a passenger 
has been killed in a train accident in four 
years. During that time the number of 
passengers has approximated twice 
the entire population of the U. S. 
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President Smith ought to be proud of 
the record of his road. His employees 
are subject to ‘“‘surprise” tests—signals 
set against them, whistles blown, speed 
restricted, trains flagged without warn- 
ing, and so on—in which the record of 
323,292 tests imposed betrays only 389 
cases of inefficiency. The medal is 
awarded not only for reduction of acci- 
dents, but for such efficiency measures 
as these, and for bringing to a maximum 
the mechanical improvements of the 
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road for safety. Automatic block sig- 
nals, hundred-pound steel rails, rock- 
ballasted beds, elimination of curves 
and grade crossings, and steel cars sub- 
stituted for wooden ones, formed an 
integral part of the calculations of the 
judges. The New York Central is 
safeguarding its future when it guards 
its passengers and employees in this 
fashion. 


— Editorial from N.Y. Times, Feb. 14,1915 


THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 


OFFICE OF THE GENERAL TREASURER, 
GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL, 


NEW YORK, MAY 1, 1920. 


ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND CHECK FOR THE AMOUNT OF DIVIDEND DECLARED BY 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, BEING ONE DOLLAR AND TWENTY-FIVE CENTS PER SHARE ON 
THE CAPITAL STOCK OF THIS COMPANY, PAYABLE MAY 1, 1920, TO STOCKHOLDERS AS 
REGISTERED AT THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS APRIL 1, 1920. 


NO ACKNOWLEDGMENT IS NECESSARY, 
MILTON S. BARGER, 


GENERAL TREASURER, 


WRITTEN NOTICE OF ANY CHANGE IN ADDRESS SHOULD BE SENT PROMPTLY 
TO THIS DEPARTMENT. 


October 10, 1927 


Nev York Centxval Railroad Co., 
Passenger agent, 

466 Lexington Ave., 

New York City 


Dear Sir: 


Kindiv > jvete me rates New York to Minneapolis 
with cheics of routing from Chicago by either Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul or Great Northern. I desire to 
atop at Detroit. Will vou kindly enclose time-tables. 


r : Pa 
Very truly yours, 


Secretary 


